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IAEVG International Conference Tsukuba 2015 Congressbag report

Four years on since the Great East Japan Earthquake

— Evacuees face the reality of no prospect of returning to their hometowns any time soon

— Anxiety over inability to regain their former lifestyles, even if they do return home.

Even to this day, people with disabilities are continuing to live as evacuees due to the Fukushima nuclear accident. And
their lives are still plagued by uncertainties regarding their future.

This past spring, however, people from five welfare offices (a combined total of 117 people) who are living as evacuees
launched a new initiative by combining forces and embracing the challenge of a project entitled, "Living each day with a
positive outlook, even if the future is uncertain!" The project gained momentum, triggered by orders for the creation of a
Congress Bag from the International Association for Educational and Vocational Guidance (IAEVG). We hope to nurture a
more positive and optimistic approach to life via this new challenge.
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% The "Project of the Sewing Machine School" is a

Ty "Reconstruction Project of the Heart" initiated by the

Reconstruction Agency, the governments of Japan.

The process involved in the making of the Congress Bag

Cutting the fabric; sewing the fabric with an overlock sewing machine; washing the denim to prevent color running;
making the straps and the lining for the bag; machine sewing; ironing; adding print and felt designs.

Completion of the Congress Bag involves multiple tasks. Although the 117 co-workers are handicapped in different ways
(physically, intellectually, and emotionally challenged), all of them are in charge of their own areas of expertise. Local
women who still reside in temporary housing nearby are also lending a hand to assist those who are inexperienced with
their assigned tasks.

One bag is completed through the joint efforts of everyone! The bag comes to you, packed full of our hopes for the future.
Please enjoy using it.




